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Artie Traum 1943-2008
Alan S. Chartock
WAMC President and C.E.O.

Artie Traum has passed. He was a member of the 
WAMC family and a huge part of my life. He and 
his brother, Happy, were staples of WAMC 
programming for years with their program, Bring It 
On Home. Once a month, Artie and Happy 
schlepped up the Thruway from Woodstock to host a 
program featuring musicians of their own class, the 
best in the world.  An intimate family of Woodstock 
musicians formed the nucleus of their group and 
they all did it for love. 

Then, as now, WAMC functioned under fierce 
financial constraints. Their generosity exceeded all 
reasonable expectations and when they just couldn't 
do it any longer, they left the fold.  But they were 
always there for us -- all we had to do was ask and 
they showed up to help out, whether it was a fund 
drive or a special performance at the Linda. 

I first met Artie at Hunter College in the Bronx (now

August Programming Notes
Our election coverage kicks into high gear…

David Galletly
WAMC Vice President, Programming

You asked for it, you now have it.  Radio Deluxe 
with John Pizzarelli now has a permanent time 
slot.  Tuesday evenings at 8 PM you can now hear 
the finest in jazz.  Radio Deluxe will maintain its 
Saturday 2 PM slot as well until the Metropolitan 
Opera broadcasts resume in December.  To 
accommodate the change, Living on Earth has slid 
back one hour to Tuesday night at 10 PM and 
Selected Shorts has moved to Wednesdays at 10 
PM.

As this month begins we are pleased to bring you 
an exciting new service. In association with NPR, 
our new NPR Mobile from WAMC service rolls 
out on the first day of this month.  The latest 
regional news from WAMC and national news 
from NPR is now available on your phone.  The 
service will include links to hourly news from 
NPR and regional news updates from WAMC as 
well as other things like the Wait, Wait Don’t Tell 
Me quiz.  Point your web enabled mobile phone or 
PDA to wamc.npr.org or call 518-641-1940 from 
any phone.

Barack Obama  / John McCain
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Lehman). I don't know how we met but it 
probably had something to do with folk singing. 
As a fledgling, very bad banjo player, I was (then 
and now) devoted to the music of Pete Seeger and 
the Weavers.  In those days, you couldn't be the 
head of any club at Hunter unless you had a B 
average so I was recruited to be the President of 
the Hunter College Folk Singing Society -- at least 
I think that's what the name was. We started to put 
on hootenannies which were incredibly successful 
and huge numbers of people showed up. I suspect 
that's where I first heard the amazing Artie Traum. 
Anyway, we became friends.  We’d sit on the 
lawn at Hunter and Artie would show me things 
on the banjo and between Artie and Pete's book, 
"How to Play the Five String Banjo," I learned 
some stuff.  I'm still learning and still playing. 
Thanks to Artie, I can frail and up-pick and 
double-thumb and do some Scruggs style picking. 

   
Artie Traum

There used to be this lady at Hunter in the late 
fifties and early sixties known as “The Necker 
Checker.”  She’d walk around and separate girls 
and boys who were too close. Artie would see her 
doing her work on the lawn and seethe about her 
infringement of civil liberties. Even in those days, 
he was quite a civil libertarian. But, as all good 
things must come to an end, one day Artie told me 
he was transferring to City College. I was 
heartbroken. I asked him why he was deserting 
Hunter and he answered that “City was where all 
the communists are.” So off he went. 

While we were still at Hunter, my friend Steve 
"Jewels" Perl and I formed a non-profit 

organization and started to put on concerts. We 
did one at what was then “Little Carnegie Hall.”  
We rented the space and sold tickets. My 
academic average plunged but the concert was 
sold out. One of the groups we featured was “The 
B-Flat Stompers” with Artie Traum, Larry 
Sandberg and Mike Meeropol. Mike is an 
outstanding economist and chair of the Economics 
Department at Western New England College. He 
is also the son of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg. 
Most of us had no idea, but every time Artie 
would announce, “We learned this song from 
Mike Meeropol,” there would be a collective 
intake of breath from certain segments of the 
crowd.

We did a second concert with Oscar Brand at 
Hunter College (downtown) in that giant 
auditorium. Artie and Happy were there and they 
were terrific. Then I didn't see either of them for 
years. They performed at Newport and all over the 
country with the likes of Bob Dylan.  They 
relocated to Woodstock and the rest is history. 

One day, I ran into Artie on the Amtrak to Albany 
and asked him if he'd do a regular show on 
WAMC.  He agreed and Bring It On Home was 
born. Just before he died, I was in touch with 
Artie. He was heading down to Maryland in a last 
ditch effort to figure out if there was a cure for his 
cancer. The last thing he said was, “I love you and 
Roselle.” And we, of course, loved Artie. – A.C.

            
Happy and Artie Traum
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